
On behalf of the Green Party of Nova Scotia, thank you for the opportunity to share 
with you the GPNS policies and positions related to a sustainable, healthy, socially-just 
food system.  
 

Food insecurity negatively impacts the health and well being of many 

Nova Scotians and ultimately contributes to health disparities, increased 

health care costs, and social injustice.  

If elected, what would your government do to address the issue of income-
related food insecurity to ensure that all Nova Scotians have sufficient 
resources to meet their basic food needs? 
 
The Green Party of Nova Scotia recognizes that fundamental policies are missing which 
are necessary to correct the injustice of hunger and food insecurity in the province. 
For people to have resources to meet their basic healthy food needs, they have to have 
sufficient resources to meet their other essential needs.  GPNS would work to eliminate 
poverty, addressed more fully in response to your next question from which two points 
are highlighted in this response: 

 GPNS supports wage standards which correct the inequities between male and 
female workers and re-frame  the  concept  of  “minimum  wage”  into  that  of  “living  
wage.” 

 GPNS supports the concept of guaranteed annual income, the cost of which is 
much less than what poverty is costing society. 

 

 

Research of the Nova Scotia Participatory Food Security Projects has 

consistently demonstrated that social policies or lack thereof have a 

significant impact on the food security of Nova Scotians.  

If elected, what social policy initiatives directed toward addressing poverty 
reduction would your government implement? 

 

The Green Party of Nova Scotia recognizes that a plan to build healthy sustainable 
communities must include a comprehensive strategy that addresses all aspects of 
poverty in Nova Scotia – its causes and effects.  Poverty is a systemic problem that 
arises from low minimum wages, a precarious job market, a shortage of social housing, 
reductions in benefits and cuts in social programs. 
 
We must ensure that Nova Scotians have secure access to affordable shelter, nutritious 
food, clean water, and a fair wage.  Addressing poverty in our communities requires the 
collaborative effort of all government departments, along with thoughtful, considered 
policies and flexible service delivery.   
 
To eliminate poverty, we must work toward a just society with a fair and compassionate 
social safety network.  The Poverty Elimination Policy of GPNS states: 

1. The Green Party of Nova Scotia supports a comprehensive strategy which: 



1.1 is informed by multiple stakeholders from the public and private sectors, along 
with community organizations and the citizens affected by poverty 

1.2 places affordable and suitable housing, food security, and equitable 
remuneration as the centerpiece 

1.3 sets realistic measurable targets, timelines and budgets which are accountable 
through evaluation and results reporting 

1.4 initiates policies informed by current research on the social indicators and full- 
cost accounting  

1.5 creates an infrastructure of support in the home communities of those living in 
poverty  

1.6 employs compassion and understanding as well as fiscal responsibility 
1.7 works to address and respond to the effects of poverty on physical, mental and 

community health. 
2. The Green Party encourages the development of a housing strategy which: 

2.1 works to reduce class divisions in our communities by the strategic integration of 
affordable housing units, and avoiding the clustering of poverty   

2.2 is community-centered and integrates supportive and financial assistance into its 
plan 

2.3 addresses the complex housing needs of those living on the streets, including 
those suffering from mental health issues and our veterans 

2.4 recognizes the CMHC definition of affordable housing and works to bring 
affordable housing in line with this threshold based on the actual average 
earning of low-income Nova Scotians 

3. The Green Party supports a comprehensive food security program designed to ensure 
that all Nova Scotians have access to and can afford sufficiently nutritious and safe 
foods, and would ensure that these aspects also were included   

3.1 encouragement for the development of rural, urban, and community gardens 
with support programs to assist low-income families to grow their own food 

3.2 promotion of the breakfast programs as part of curriculum planning around 
education on nutrition, placing no stigma around the reality that a missed meal is 
a choice for some and unavoidable for others 

3.3 direct support for food banks and meal programs in rural and urban Nova Scotia 
until the root causes of poverty are properly addressed 

4. The Green Party of Nova Scotia supports wage standards which: 
4.1 correct the inequities between male and female workers 
4.2 re-frame  the  concept  of  “minimum  wage”  into  that  of  “living  wage” 

5. The Green Party supports the concept of guaranteed annual income, the cost of which is 
much less than what poverty is costing society whether traditional or full-cost 
accounting figures are used 

5.1 The Green Party will work cooperatively nationally and provincially to reduce 
child poverty through a strong commitment to guaranteeing that all families have 
the ability to provide for their children 

6. The Green Party calls for a review of services to those on social assistance and disability 
6.1 To ensure that necessary services are covered, such as basic telephone 
6.2 To revise clauses that disadvantage women to give gender equity 
6.3 To provide adequate support for transportation, child care, and senior care 

 
 



Healthy food is essential for  good  health.  Unfortunately,  in  today’s  
environment, access to less healthy foods far outweigh healthy ones.  

If elected, what would your government do to create more supportive 
environments for healthy eating in the places where Nova Scotians live, 
work and play? 
 

The Green Party of Nova Scotia would create more supportive environments for healthy 
eating through 

 Encouraging the development of rural, urban, and community gardens 
with support programs to assist low-income families to grow their own 
food 

 promoting the breakfast programs as part of curriculum planning around 
education on nutrition, placing no stigma around the reality that a missed 
meal is a choice for some and unavoidable for others 

 having school cafeterias supplied with healthy food and local foods as 
available 

 instituting a buy-local purchasing priority for all institutional food services 
 providing more investment in and support for organic farming, 

cooperative marketing initiatives, community supported agriculture and 
local farm markets 

 encouraging effective local food networks that support local production, 
processing, distribution, and consumption locally and regionally 

 supporting community cooking classes and free distribution at food banks  
of approved cookbooks for healthy eating on a tight budget 

 building on existing successful policies and programs with expansion of 
the marketing programs which endeavour to encourage and facilitate the 
purchase of local products and healthy foods. 

 

 

The average age of farmers is rising across North America, as fewer 

young people enter the farming profession. In other jurisdictions, 

governments have supported apprenticeship/journeymen programs, 

incubator farms, and other new entrant programs.  

Given the goal in the Environmental Goals and Sustainable Prosperity Act to 
increase the number of farms by 5% by 2020, how specifically will you 
support new entrants to farming in Nova Scotia? 

 
As well as the approaches of mentors and apprenticeships stated in the preamble to 
this question, the Green Party of Nova Scotia policies encourage new entrants to 
farming through supports to make agriculture more affordable and profitable to attract 
young people to the profession, and supports for innovation that young people bring to 
the profession. 
 



GPNS recognizes that acquisition of land in Nova Scotia has been a barrier for young 
farmers as they are competing with developers.  GPNS has consistently called for 
protection of agricultural land as an essential and urgent step for sustainable 
agriculture. Further comment on agricultural land protection follows in another 
question. 
 
The federal government has had deliberate policy development to reduce the number 
of family farms since 1969, including tax barriers for young people trying to maintain or 
start a family farm, disrespect for the small farmer, and direction of funding to large 
corporate farming.  GPNS would 

 urge changes in federal policies to ensure that policies and programs subsidize, 
support, and promote the family farm as central to a successful agricultural 
program, a vibrant sustainable agricultural community, a healthy province, and a 
healthy country 

 pressure the federal government to alter their economic assistance to 
multinational corporations involved in food production, processing and 
distribution which has led to corporate concentration and control in the 
marketplace and disempowerment of the primary producers. 

 
GPNS would look at alternative economic directions and examine funding models and 
assistance models already in place in other countries which could  

 ensure a reasonable return for farmers productive activities and  
 opportunities to recoup costs for good land stewardship, food security, the rural 

cultural landscape, and other ecological goods. 
 
In consultation with the farming community, GPNS would build on existing provincial 
programs and address new provincial policies  

 to ensure that policy and the level of support reflect the value of the primary 
food producers as the foundation of the agricultural sector 

 to set provincial economic assistance to more justly meet the needs of primary 
food producers 

 to have supply management and orderly marketing plans that are designed for 
and supported by primary producers, with fair treatment of the smaller 
producers. 

 
Young farmers recognize the changing markets and are eager to innovate.  GPNS would  

 assist farmers to successfully transition to new products, production methods, 
and markets  

 focus assistance especially on organic products and permaculture or other 
integrated farming with crop and livestock production 

 encourage and facilitate the creation of organic dairy processing operations so 
organic milk producers can complete the organic process and sell their product 
as truly organic 



 support transition away from water intensive crops to sustainable crops in the 
face of climate change 

 facilitate local on-farm food enterprises and innovative sources of farm income 
that are compatible with protection of agricultural land (maintaining soil quality 
and maintaining or increasing the acreage of arable land) 

 
The Green Party of Nova Scotia would consult with the agricultural community to 
determine additional steps needed to encourage and facilitate the entry of young 
people into the agricultural sector, and would take those steps.   
 
 

Given the goal in the Environmental Goals and Sustainable Prosperity Act 

to increase local food consumption to 20% by 2020, how, specifically, will 
you support the achievement of this goal? 

 

Some steps in Green Party of Nova Scotia policies to achieve increased consumption of 
local food are:  

 bring food providers and consumers closer together to facilitate  
 building connections,  
 a strong community culture of celebrating food, and  
 greater resilience in farm communities 

 educate Nova Scotians that there is more value in a local food item than 
the price tag on a product; there is  

  confidence in the control of the safety and quality of the product,  
 the contribution to food security,  
 reassurance of observance of human rights,  
 support for ecologically sound agriculture, and  
 participation in sustainable communities in Nova Scotia.   

 increase consumer education about the importance of access to secure, 
safe, sustainable, wholesome, locally grown food    

 emphasis that organic production is also an investment in a healthier 
environment and a healthy population  

 support hands-on agricultural education in the public school system and 
have school cafeterias supplied with local foods 

 place the priority on the local, provincial, and regional markets and work 
regionally to buffer the Atlantic agricultural community from the market 
forces exerted from outside the region 

 institute a buy-local purchasing priority for all institutional food services 
 provide more investment in and support for organic farming, cooperative 

marketing initiatives, community supported agriculture and local farm 
markets 

 encourage effective local food networks that support local production, 
processing, distribution, and consumption locally and regionally 



 build on existing successful policies and programs with expansion of the 
marketing programs which endeavour to encourage and facilitate the 
purchase of local products 

 pressure the federal government to stop permitting produce and products 
into Canada that would not meet Canadian standards and requirements 
had they been produced in Canada, including safety, environmental, and 
human rights standards; this trade practice puts our farmers at a market-
price disadvantage and puts the citizens at risk 
 

 

In July 2010, Agricultural Land Review Committee presented wide 

reaching recommendations to strengthen agricultural land protection across 

the Province.  

Does your party support the implementation of the recommendations of the 
ALRC including a moratorium on non-farm development on all Class 2, 3, 
and active 4 farmland in the Province?  
If yes, what specific actions will you take to support this moratorium? 
 
The Green Party of Nova Scotia has long-standing support for the exploration and 
establishment of protection mechanisms province wide for the agricultural land resource 
to preserve and restore the land, including more support for environmental stewardship 
of the land, legal protection from non-agricultural development, and the option of an 
agricultural land trust as a public investment.   
 
A moratorium on non-farm development on all Class 2, 3, and active Class 4 farmland in 
the province is consistent with the GPNS stance.  Moreover, with respect to inactive 
Class 4 and Class 5, GPNS would require an evaluation of the soil and property, and an 
assessment of the use of the property in the food security strategy before allowing non-
agricultural use of this marginal agricultural land.  
GPNS points to the bylaws and realities of farmland protection in Kings County which 
has served as a test ground for a moratorium for several decades.  In spite of this 
protection, a significant percentage of farmland in Kings County has been lost to 
development.  As a first step, GPNS calls for a comprehensive examination of the 
lessons to be learned from the experience in Kings County on the effectiveness of 
particular bylaws, the flaws in their formulation and application, the loopholes, the 
conflicts, and the many environmental, social, and economic aspects of the Kings 
County experience.  GPNS recommends that the development of the policy and 
regulatory regime for the moratorium reflect the lessons from and improve upon the 
Kings County experience.   
 
Further the GPNS supports the use of the Nova Scotia Genuine Progress Index in the 
evaluation of the Kings County experience, and policy planning for the moratorium. 
 

 



Nova Scotia's owner-operated fishermen need to be able to secure better 

prices to make fishing more economically viable and to support community 

food security and prosperity.  

If elected, how will your government work to support seafood value chains 
that keep healthy seafood and resilient livelihoods in our fishing 
communities? 

 

The Green Party of Nova Scotia recognizes the complexity of the issues in the fisheries, 
the  importance  of  the  fisheries  and  marine  resources  to  Nova  Scotia’s  community  life,  
food security, and prosperity, and the devastation of the fishery in many areas in recent 
years.  The Green Party supports policies and actions toward genuinely sustainable 
fisheries and healthy marine environments in Nova Scotia. 
 
The Green Party has stated support for: 

 valuing  experienced  fishers’  input  into  assessments  of  developments and 
competing uses of marine environments and respect for their rights 

 providing assistance to fishers to transition to new products and new 
markets including converting to gear for sustainable fishing  

 programs to encourage more young fishers and to address the inequity 
that fewer Nova Scotians are sharing in the monetary output from Nova 
Scotia’s  fisheries 

 developing with all segments of the seafood value chain more innovative 
ways and means by which these businesses can gain a fair share from the 
local and export markets 

 increased promotion of the fisheries in buy-local initiatives 
 protection of the remaining salt marshes and accelerated establishment of 

Marine Protected Areas  
 an extended moratorium on oil and gas development on Georges Bank 
 encouraging sustainable local aquaculture and regulating against 

agricultural practices that damage the fresh or marine environment or 
threaten human health 

 giving greater support to sustainable models of land-based aquaculture 
 in cooperation with the federal government,  

o encouraging sustainable fishing practices and working to 
eliminate destructive fishing practices and activities of other 
industries which damage fish habitat 

o the protection of the fisheries from genetically modified 
organisms 

 the use of the Genuine Progress Index to assess the sustainability of 
marine resource utilization and to guide appropriate policies and actions 

 the cooperative development of a plan for sustainable management that 
will address among other issues: 
o the size and condition of fish stocks 
o the size, age, and species distribution in the catch 



o the impact of the catch on the ecological resilience in the marine 
ecosystems 

o marine species at risk 
o deterioration in the quality of the marine environment 
o the frequency and location of shellfish closures 
o the inequity in the monetary return for the fisher 

 

 

In Nova Scotia, citizens are organizing at the local and provincial level to 

build a sustainable, healthy and socially-just food system.  
If elected, will your government commit to working with community 
organizations and across government departments to develop and 
implement a comprehensive Food Policy for Nova Scotia? 
The Food Security Policy of the Green Party of Nova Scotia (available on our website 
and copied here for your ease of reference) affirms our commitment:  
 
The Green Party principles call for an overarching strategy that addresses food issues across 
health, poverty prevention, agriculture, fisheries, and the environment.  
  
1. The Green Party supports a food security strategy that would 

1.1 be developed through broad consultation with all communities of interest 
1.2 be an interdepartmental program that integrates a sustainable food system with 
social equity, public health, economic vitality, and environmental health 
1.3 set out a comprehensive approach for analyzing issues and policy design which 
recognizes the inter-relation between different parts of the food system, environmental 
issues, and social considerations, and the need for coordination and integration of 
actions 
1.4  include  a  mechanism,  such  as  a  Premier’s  advisory  council  on  food  policy,  for  on-
going broad-based input to all the departments that have an influence on or are 
influenced by food 
1.5 be designed to ensure that all Nova Scotians have access to and can afford sufficient 
nutritious, safe foods, and recognize that policies aimed at reducing poverty are critical 
1.6 ensure that all foods are harvested, produced, procured, distributed, and equitably-
traded in ways that are environmentally sound, socially just, and sustainable 
1.7 establish programs that incorporate the role of food in disease prevention and 
healing, including the role of breast feeding and organic foods 
1.8 encourage, support, and promote local food production and consumption 
recognizing the importance of community self-reliance and economic development 
through innovative direct marketing and local processing methods 
1.9 protect the natural resource base to produce and sustain our food supply;  

1.9.1 ensure sustainable environmental, agricultural, and fishery practices; and  
1.9.2 require assessment of food security impacts in development evaluations at 
municipal and provincial levels 

1.10 respect the knowledge of experienced local fishers and farmers and reject 
technologies that undermine or contaminate local food systems 
 1.10.1 protect the food system from genetically modified organisms 
1.11 support secure fair livelihoods for and respect the work of all food providers 



1.12 provide assistance to primary producers including support to transition to new 
products and new markets; 
1.13 work with the federal government to correct the situation that grant programs for 
local foods are small in scale in comparison to those offered for industrial production 
1.14 seek to improve the energy efficiency in our own food system including investment 
in the infrastructure necessary to store and distribute local food production. 

 

 
 
 
   
 


