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1.  We need to ensure that people can access more disposable income in order to pay for food. This is 
why the Liberal government is committed to investing in affordable housing; eliminating the interest off 
the provincial portion of the student loan; investing in job creation so we have more good jobs; investing 
in community agencies who help women children and families; breaking the Nova Scotia monopoly to 
bring fairer energy prices to Nova Scotia and forcing Nova Scotia Power to pay for  efficiency programs; 
repealing the detrimental changes made to special needs under income assistance and undertaking a 
comprehensive tax review to ensure that public programs are protected while trying to save money for 
taxpayers based on evidence, not politics. 

2.  A Liberal government will invest in public transportation by increasing funding to rural community 
transit programs and working with municipal governments to ensure that transit is accessible and 
effective.  We are committed to investing in affordable housing and directing the $58 million of unspent 
federal housing dollars toward housing initiatives for low income households. We are committed to 
breaking the Nova Scotia power monopoly and making Nova Scotia power pay for Efficiency Nova Scotia 
instead of putting the cost on ratepayers. 
 
We need to look at how we can improve the ESIA system so that it better meets the needs of clients. We 
have social workers working in the department who are no longer able to do social work because their 
work is perfunctory and rules based. Caseworkers need to be able to advise what supports will best help 
a client move forward. 
  
When the NDP made changes to the ESIA special needs policy, the Liberal Caucus spoke out against the 
devastating impact these changes would have on the most vulnerable. This has an impact on special 
diets and access to healthy food for people living in poverty. A Liberal government will reverse the 
changes made to the Special Needs policy made by the NDP.  
 
3.  A Liberal government will make certain local products are present in our academic and health care 
facilities. We will work with municipalities, academic institutions, schools and hospitals to expand 
homegrown products in our establishments, providing healthy food to Nova Scotians and a healthy 
business environment for local farmers. 
 
4.  A Liberal government will make our agricultural industries viable and sustainable, taking 
advantage of homegrown ideas and greener technologies. We know the importance of buying local.  
Work with stakeholders to create a strategic plan that will increase the number of new farmers entering 
the industry. 
 
5.  Our agricultural industries are a key driver in rural economic development in Nova Scotia. Nova Scotia 
offers an ever-widening variety of products to the world. A Liberal government will make our 
agricultural industries viable and sustainable, taking advantage of homegrown ideas and greener 
technologies. We know the importance of buying local.  A Liberal government will work with 
stakeholders to create a strategic plan that will increase the number of new farmers entering the 
industry. We will enhance and expand the Agriculture in the Classroom Program — today’s  students  
become tomorrow’s  consumers.    When  students  learn  about  the  importance  of  agriculture,  they  not  



only make healthier food choices, they also become more aware of the importance of supporting our 
local economy. 
 
We  believe  in  ‘buying  local’  and  supporting  Nova  Scotia’s  small  businesses  and  processing  sectors.    A  
Liberal government will make certain local products are present in our academic and health care 
facilities. We will work with municipalities, academic institutions, schools and hospitals to expand 
homegrown products in our establishments, providing healthy food to Nova Scotians and a healthy 
business environment for local farmers. 

6. Yes, the Liberal party wants the recommendations legislated into policy.  We also support a province-
wide moratorium to prevent development on the best classes of soil. 

7.  Our fisheries have been the economic strength for many communities in our province and today is no 
different. A Liberal government will work together with our fishing industries and produce an advanced 
profile for Nova Scotia goods in wholesale, retail and foodservice markets. A Liberal government will, 
fund additional value-added research and development, work with industry stakeholders to enhance 
processing capacity in Nova Scotia and complete the comprehensive study on aquaculture regulations. 
 
A Liberal government, working with fishers, buyers and processors to create a better understanding of 
the challenges and opportunities facing the lobster industry, will create a Lobster Marketing Board with 
a mandate to focus on national and international expansion, encourage development of lobster value-
added products and work to ensure reasonable return on investment for the industry. 
 
8.  A Liberal government will work with community organizations and government departments to 
develop a comprehensive food policy for Nova Scotians. 


