
 

 

September 20th, 2013 

 

Via email  

 

Marla MacLeod 

NS Food Security Network Coordinating Committee & Community Food Coordinator, EAC 

 

Dr. Edith Callaghan 

Chair, Nova Scotia Food Policy Council 

Professor, Acadia Univ. School of Business 

 

Leah Poirier 

Acting Chair, NS Nutrition Council 

 

Dear Ms. MacLeod, Dr. Callaghan and Ms. Poirier, 

 

We have a number of commitments that will strongly support the goals of increasing local food 

consumption and encourage local farms: 

 

 

-Encourage donation to food banks while supporting farmers by establishing a non-

refundable tax credit to eligible farmers who donate agricultural products they produced 

to Nova Scotia food banks; 

 

-Increase the sale and consumption of Nova Scotia products at home and around the 

world by developing Nova Scotia’s first ever Food Strategy, in consultation with the 

province’s farmers and fishers; 

 

-Restore support to new cultivars of apple trees to increase returns for  

growers, as part of the Food Strategy; 

 

-Require provincial departments, agencies, boards and commissions  

to give preference to local produce, grown, raised, caught, harvested,  



 

 

produced or manufactured in Nova Scotia by passing a Buy Nova Scotia  

First Act; 

 

-Ensure a fair return on farmer investment, crop yields and marketing  

through strengthening the province’s Farm Investment Fund. 

 

-Expand practical agricultural research by getting more specialists and  

researchers out in the field working with front line farmers; and 

 

-Eliminate the small business tax – many farms are operated as small businesses who 

would otherwise have to pay this tax. 

 

These are concrete measures that will ensure that we improve food security and the supply of 

reasonably priced healthy foods for those whose choices are limited by income. They address 

several of your questions.  

 

We were very pleased to attract well-known farmer John Lohr to run for us in King’s North. 

John brings a wealth of experience that will prove valuable as we deal with a host of food-related 

issues. 

 

The Progressive Conservative Party considers itself the proud parent of EGSPA. Environmental 

goals and sustainable prosperity can and must go hand-in-hand. This cornerstone legislation was 

implemented by consensus and we believe we need to strengthen that model.  

 

Fishermen, too, are small business people. If we can shift our economic development polices 

away from the old way of big and reactive handouts to by tackling our fundamentals, which is 

proactive and about improvement of the conditions in which they operate, it will do more than 

anything to provide them with support. This is true both for our traditional fisheries and for 

aquaculture. The consumers who ultimately determine the success of our fisheries increasingly 

demand high quality and sustainable practices. We understand that and know that Nova Scotia 

needs to have a positive reputation. 

 

Your other questions raise good points and we would very much like to discuss these with you 

further. 

 

Please let us know if you have more questions. 

 

Thank you again, 

Rob McCleave 

PC Campaign 


